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📞 0115 925 2928          📧 office@aldermanpounder.notts.sch.uk          📍 Eskdale Drive, Beeston, Nottingham, NG9 5FN 

Welcome 
Welcome to the latest edition of our school newsletter! 

First and foremost, a huge thank you to everyone who was able to attend our 
recent parents consultations. It was fantastic to share your child’s progress and 
receive such positive feedback. If you have any further questions or there is 
anything you would like to discuss, please don't hesitate to reach out to your 
child’s class teacher. 

Our Key Dates list below has been updated so please take a look to stay in the 
loop with all the exciting activities planned at school. You’ll also be receiving a 
separate letter in a couple of weeks with details about our 12 Days of Christmas 
celebration! 

We’re also looking for a new Parent Governor to join our school body, and it 
could be a great way for you to get more involved. Details are below and in the 
attached letter. 

Thank you, as always, for your support. Here’s to a fantastic 
half-term ahead and we look forward to welcoming children 
back on Tuesday 5th November! 

- Mr A Butterworth-Drury 
Headteacher 
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      Top marks for top meals 

It’s always nice to be able to start by recognising the hard work of members of 
our school community and their achievements. We’re incredibly pleased to say 
that our catering team, led by our school 
Chef, Miss Brookes, have once again achieved 
the highest possible Food Hygiene rating from 
the Food Standards Agency. 

This is not an easy thing to achieve as FSA 
inspections are no-notice and so this goes to 
show the high level of care that goes into preparing the delicious meals on offer 
at school every day. 

Please remember that all children in Reception, Year 1 and Year 2 are entitled to 
receive a Universal Free School Meal, so we encourage all families to give them 
a try if your child doesn’t already have them. If your child has diagnosed 
alergies or requires a special diet, please ask to speak with Miss Brookes. 

https://ratings.food.gov.uk/business/566845/alderman-pounder-infant-school-nottinghamshire
https://ratings.food.gov.uk/business/566845/alderman-pounder-infant-school-nottinghamshire
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          Warm hearts, warm hands 

Although it’s early to be mentioning Christmas, as the weather is getting colder, 
some families may be looking to get new winter clothing (or sorting through 
older clothing). Every year, we theme our Christmas tree for the Christmas Tree 
Festival around ‘Making a difference’ (taken from our motto: ‘Making a 
difference as we grow together’). 

This year, we are collecting woolly hats, gloves, and socks which are clean and 
in good condition to go on our tree before being donate to a local homeless 
charity. If you have any at home, please bring them to the school office. 

            Become a Parent Governor today 

We are pleased to share that we have two vacancies to join our Local Governing 
Body (LGB) as a Parent Governor. This is a voluntary position which will give you 
the opportunity to support our school by bringing your ideas, perspectives and 
experience to the Governor team.  

The LGB is passionate about our 
school and is committed to 
continuous improvement to 
ensure the best possible 
outcomes for our pupils. 

We recognise that our current membership doesn’t fully represent the diversity 
of our school community and we would really like to encourage all of our 
parents to think about nominating themselves. We know that a diverse 
governing body will best support our school to be the best it can be, and 
commitment, energy and enthusiasm to learn is the most important thing we 
are looking for from our Parent Governors. 

If you would like to find out more about this important role, further details can be 
found in the attached letter and also on our website. 

https://primarysite-prod-sorted.s3.amazonaws.com/alderman-pounder-infant-nursery-school/UploadedDocument/dbeaf977-eff4-4d64-9d79-131384e341df/2024-10-31-parent-governor-advert.pdf
https://www.aldermanpounder.notts.sch.uk/becoming-a-governor/
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       Celebration Assembly invitation 

Many of you will be aware that every Friday afternoon 
we hold a special Celebration Assembly for children 
in Reception to Year 2. Every week, 2 children in every 
class are nominated by their teachers to receive a 
certificate for displaying one of our children’s 
characteristics (aspiration, kindness, effective 
communication, confidence, pride, curiosity, 
responsibility, resilience and problem solving). Our 
team of Midday Supervisors and Play Leaders also 
nominate children to receive a lunchtime award.  

It's lovely to see smiles and surprised faces when children receive their 
certificate (as they don’t know beforehand) so we’d love to start sharing this 
moment with you! 

Invitations to Celebration Assembly 

If your child is being awarded a certificate that week, we will send a 
text message to the primary contact number on our records inviting 
up to 2 adults to attend our Celebration Assembly on the Friday. Invitations will 
be sent on Wednesday afternoons (by 2:00pm) which we recognise is short 
notice, but this allows us to recognise current/recent achievements. If no one 
from your family can attend, rest assured that they won’t miss out and we will 
still present the certificate to your child during the assembly. Unfortunately, we 
cannot hold certificates for later weeks. 

How to attend 

To help ensure a smooth experience, we ask that families arrive at the school 
office by 2:40 pm on Friday. A member of our team will guide you to the hall just 
before the assembly begins at 2:45pm. 

A special surprise  

To help make the experience even more memorable for your 
child, please avoid letting your child know about the invitation 
if you are able to attend so that it’s a surprise for them when 
they receive their certificate in front of their friends and adults. 
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       Admissions for September 2025 

The school admissions window for September 2025 Reception places and Year 3 
(Junior school) transfers opens on 4th November 2024 until 15th January 2025. 

If you know anyone with children who will be of school age from next September, 
please let them know about our upcoming admissions open events by sharing 
our posts on Facebook, X and Instagram. Our open events are taking place on: 

• Friday 8th November from 5:00 PM to 7:00 PM 
• Saturday 9th November from 10:00 AM to 12:00 PM 

We’re also incredibly excited that we have arranged for 
Imagine Avenue to attend the events to deliver free play 
sessions for any children who attend! 

Places can be booked at: https://bit.ly/APopenevents 

Do you have a child currently in our Nursery? 

Although your child currently attends our nursery, we aren’t allowed to 
automatically offer them a school place so please fill out the school application 
form when the window opens. If you’d like to find out more, you are welcome to 
attend our open events too! We’ll be sending out more information over the next 
half term so you don’t miss out. 

https://www.facebook.com/AldermanPounder/posts/pfbid0VW8L9L4LjfQfUrAcshUTjXYRdJ697SxNa6YdjqHsPc1u6g8thB3HChSxjPpLnYrPl
https://x.com/AldermanPounder/status/1848040759150133520
https://www.instagram.com/p/DBWm_wduRJ9/?utm_source=ig_web_copy_link&igsh=MzRlODBiNWFlZA==
https://bit.ly/APopenevents
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Do you have a child currently in Year 2? 

As your child will be leaving us at the end of this year, please don’t forget to 
apply for a place in Year 3. We’ll be working with Eskdale to send more 
information to you over the next half term to make sure you don’t miss out. 

     Support and safeguarding 

Our school safeguarding team can be contacted for non-emergencies, 
including during school holidays on 
safeguarding@aldermanpounder.notts.sch.uk. 

 
Adam Butterworth-Drury 

Headteacher 
Senior Designated Safeguarding Lead 

Designated Teacher for CLA 
Anti-Bullying Coordinator 

Attendance Champion 

 
Sue Ingram 

Deputy Headteacher 
Deputy Safeguarding Lead 

SENDCO 

 
Clare Goodyear 

Extended Services Manager 
Safeguarding Officer 

Attendance Champion 

 
Caitlin Begley 
Pastoral Lead 

Safeguarding Officer 

mailto:safeguarding@aldermanpounder.notts.sch.uk
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Rachel Van Krimpen 

Chair of Governors 
Designated Governor for  

Child Protection and Safeguarding 
(oversight role) 

 

If you have urgent concerns for a child or suspect that a child has been abused 
in any way, please call the MASH (Multi-Agency Safeguarding Hub) team on 
0300 500 80 80. 

If you require an urgent response outside of working hours (08:30-17:00), contact 
the MASH Emergency Duty Team (EDT) on 0300 4564546. In an emergency call 
999. 

To report a crime, call 101. 

     Notices and reminders 

 
We ask that children read at home as often as possible, ideally every 
day, and this is marked in their home-school diary. 

 
If you haven’t already, please don’t forget to pay the donation for your 
child for the Year 1 and Year 2 Partake session. If you are experiencing 
financial difficulties, please speak in confidence to your child’s 
teacher or the office. 

 
Donations of hats, gloves and scarves (clean and in good condition) 
for our Christmas Tree Festival tree can be handed in to the office. 

 
It’s wonderful to see so many families walking to school, riding, 
scootering or using public transport to reduce the amount of traffic 
around school. We know that some families aren’t able to get to 
school using these methods and so thank these families for parking 
considerately (and not on the yellow zig-zag lines outside of school). 

 



31 October 2024 

- Making a difference as we grow together - 

     Attendance matters 

All schools are required to closely monitor children’s attendance and offer 
support if absence levels begin to cause concern. Children are defined by the 
government as being persistently absent when attendance drops below 90% 
(no matter the reason). To help reduce the likelihood of this happening, we 
review the attendance of all children at least weekly. We will also keep all 
families up to date on their child’s attendance at least half-termly. 

When we return on the INSET day, we will be sending a text message to let you 
know your child’s attendance level during the first half term of this school year. If 
we have concerns, we will also contact you separately to raise this and offer 
support where appropriate. 

We are proud that last year we received an award as our attendance was in the 
top 25% of primary schools nationally and would like to continue working with 
you to ensure that all children are in school as often as possible to maximise 
their learning. If you have any questions about your child’s attendance, please 
get in touch with Ms Goodyear or Mr Butterworth-Drury who lead on attendance. 
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       Key dates 

Updates and additions since the last edition of our newsletter are shown in blue. 

A downloadable calendar of our term dates can be found on our website.  

Monday 4th November – INSET day Alderman Pounder only (school closed to 
children) 
Monday 4th November  - School admissions window opens 
Tuesday 5th November – Children return to school 
Tuesday 5th November – Bonfire themed lunch 
Friday 8th November – Fire and Rescue service visiting school (Years 1 and 2) 
Friday 8th November 5:00-7:00pm – Reception 2025 Open Event 
Saturday 9th November 10:00am-12:00pm – Reception 2025 Open Event 
Monday 11th to Friday 15th November – Anti-Bullying Week 
Monday 11th November – Remembrance Day 
Tuesday 12th November – Odd Socks Day 
Thursday 14th November 3:15-:00pm – Movie Night (Inside Out 2) – tickets £3 
Friday 15th November – Children in Need and Friendship Friday 
Monday 18th to Friday 22nd November – UK Parliament Week 
Monday 18th November 3:30pm – Parent Governor nominations deadline 
Tuesday 19th November 9:00-10:00am -Individual school photo mop-up session 
Friday 22nd November – Non-uniform day for £1 donation (proceeds used 
towards Christmas Panto) 
Monday 25th November 2:45-3:15pm – Share a Story (Reception to Year 2) 
Tuesday 26th November – Partake Great Fire of London workshop (Years 1 and 2) 
Friday 29th November – Non-uniform day for donations to Christmas Raffle 
Wednesday 4th December – Flu immunisations (Reception to Year 2) 
Thursday 5th to Friday 20th December – Alderman Pounder 12 Days of Christmas 
Thursday 5th December – Children visit the St Barnabas Christmas Tree Festival 
(Reception to Year 2) 
Thursday 5th December – Christmas Giving Tree put up in school entrance 
Tuesday 10th December – Christmas Panto (funded by non-uniform day) 
Wednesday 11th December – Christmas Dinner 
Thursday 12th December 10:00am – Nursery Christmas play performance 
Friday 13th December – Bublé and Bacon 
Friday 13th December – Christmas Movie Night (Arthur Christmas) – tickets £3 

https://www.aldermanpounder.notts.sch.uk/term-dates/
https://alderman-pounder-infant-nursery-school.secure-primarysite.net/apply-for-a-school-place/
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Monday 16th December – Christmas Jumper Day for £1 charity donation 
(proceeds to Save the Children) 
Tuesday 17th December 10:00am and 2:00pm– Reception Nativity performance 
Wednesday 18th December 10:00am and 2:00pm – Year 1 Christmas 
performance 
Thursday 19th December 5:00pm – Year 2 Christmas Concert (outdoor event) 
Friday 20th December – Party Day (Non uniform - party clothes) 
Friday 20th December – Break up for Christmas holiday 
 
Monday 6th January – Children return to school 
Wednesday 15th January – School admissions window closes 
Monday 20th January 2:45-3:15pm – Share a Story (Reception to Year 2) 
Friday 14th February – Break up for half term 
 
Monday 24th February – INSET day (school closed to children) 
Tuesday 25th February – Children return to school 
Tuesday 18th March 2:45-3:15pm – Share a Story (Reception to Year 2) 
Friday 21st March – Red Nose Day 
Monday 24th March – Local Governing Body meeting 
Friday 4th April – Break up for Easter holiday 
 
Tuesday 22nd April – Children return to school 
Friday 2nd May 2:45-3:15pm – Share a Story (Reception to Year 2) 
Wednesday 21st May – Class photographs 
Thursday 22nd May – Break up for half term 
Friday 23rd May – INSET day (school closed to children) 
 
Monday 2nd June – Children return to school 
Tuesday 24th June 2:45-3:15pm – Share a Story (Reception to Year 2) 
Thursday 3rd July 5:30-7:30pm – Flying High Partnership Awards (Invite only) 
Monday 7th July – Local Governing Body meeting 
Thursday 17th July 5:30-7:30pm – THRIVE Community Event 
Tuesday 29th July – Last day of school year 

  

https://alderman-pounder-infant-nursery-school.secure-primarysite.net/apply-for-a-school-place/
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        Community notices 

 

https://tinyurl.com/5f95uake
https://youtu.be/lcbj_qPO6Tw
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      Fundraising for our school 

 

 

https://www.asda.com/cashpotforschools


Thank you for reading 
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