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Welcome 
As we wrap up this autumn term, we reflect on an exciting and memorable start 
to the academic year. It’s been a season filled with achievements, learning 
milestones, and, above all, plenty of enjoyment. 

The final weeks have been a true highlight, with the 12 Days of Christmas festival 
bringing joy and togetherness to our school community. This event has 
embodied our motto, “Making a difference as we grow together,” in so many 
ways. We are especially grateful for the incredible support shown for our Giving 
Tree and hats, scarves and gloves donations for the Christmas Tree Festival. 
Your kindness and generosity have had a meaningful impact on so others, and 
we cannot thank you enough. 

The festivities ended with a magical visit from Santa, who couldn’t resist 
stopping by after hearing the children’s cheerful singing during our assembly 
today. He delivered class presents and spread Christmas cheer, even managing 
to land his sleigh on our roof! Before he headed off again to 
complete his preparations for Christmas Eve, we all joined in 
a lively performance of Rudolf the Red-Nosed Reindeer, 
which successfully woke up his napping reindeer on the roof. 

Wishing you all a very Merry Christmas, a peaceful and 
enjoyable holiday, and we look forward to welcoming 
everyone back on Monday 6th January 2025. 

- Mr A Butterworth-Drury 
Headteacher 
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     Notices and reminders 

 
KS1 PE days will be changing for the spring term: 
Year 1 (Beech and Maple) will do PE on Monday and Wednesdays. 
Year 2 (Cedar and Oak) will do PE on Tuesdays and Fridays.  

 
On PE days, please remember to send your child in wearing the 
correct kit and wearing their school jumper: 

• black joggers or leggings 
• plain white t-shirt 
• trainers 

For safety reason, earrings must not be worn on PE days. 

 
We ask that children read at home as often as possible, ideally every 
day, and this is marked in their home-school diary. 

 
Please take extra care when driving (and reversing) near school to 
ensure everyone’s safety and avoid any accidents. 
Thank you for helping to keep our school community safe. 
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       Admissions for September 2025 

The school admissions application window is still open but there’s not long left! If 
your child is due to start in Reception next year, you can apply for a place on the 
school admissions hub. Make sure you apply by Wednesday 15th January 2025! 

Our school is a wonderful place for children to learn and grow, and we want to 
share that with as many families as possible. We know that word of mouth can 
be a powerful tool, so we ask that you help us spread the word about our school. 
If you know someone who is looking for a great school for their child, please 
encourage them to apply. We believe that every child deserves a great 
education, and we strive to provide that every day. 

        12 Days of Christmas 

Our 12 Days of Christmas festival was once again a huge success, and we are 
thrilled that the different events and activities received such fantastic support. 
Organising and running this event takes a large team of our staff who 
generously volunteer their time behind the scenes – thank you to everyone 
involved! A few special mentions need to be made: 

• A big thank you to Mrs Brookes and her team 
for their incredible catering skills during our 
delicious Christmas Dinner and Bacon and 
Bublé. Despite the chilly weather, the bacon 
rolls were as popular as ever!  

• Thank you to Mrs Ingram, Miss Davison, Mrs 
Lloyd, Mrs Hancox, Mrs Shelton, and Ms Goodyear 
for your tireless support across so many different 
areas. Your dedication does not go unnoticed, and 
we couldn’t do it without you! 

• Thank you to Mrs Antcliff for putting together the 
wonderful raffle hampers. As always, they looked 
absolutely WONDERFUL. 

 

https://www.nottinghamshire.gov.uk/education/school-admissions/hub/
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Finally, we extend our heartfelt thanks to everyone who attended our nursery, 
reception, year 1 and year 2 performances. The children were phenomenal, and 

we are so incredibly proud of their hard work and 
enthusiasm.  

At the end of an amazing 12 days, we wrapped up 
the term with a fun-filled party day, including a 
magical visit from Santa himself! What a way to 
finish! 

     Support and safeguarding 

Our school safeguarding team can be contacted for non-emergencies, 
including during school holidays on 
safeguarding@aldermanpounder.notts.sch.uk. 

If you have urgent concerns for a child or suspect that a child has been abused 
in any way, please call the MASH (Multi-Agency Safeguarding Hub) team on 
0300 500 80 80. 

If you require an urgent response outside of working hours (08:30-17:00), contact 
the MASH Emergency Duty Team (EDT) on 0300 4564546. In an emergency call 
999. To report a crime, call 101. 

Support at Home 
I am looking to compile a list of resources and courses that are available for you 
to access, to help with a range of issues from toilet training to developing 
healthy sleep patterns to managing behaviour and more. 

It is easy to make a list, however not so easy to know what people have actually 
found useful. I would therefore be grateful if I could have some reviews of 
support people have accessed. In that way, when referring people on I can 
hopefully give them better options as to what might be most useful. 

If you have used any support from Children’s Centres, Family Service, or from 
any private or voluntary agency please let me know and what you found useful 
about it. Honest reviews welcome! 

Please contact me on cgoodyear@aldermanpounder.notts.sch.uk 

mailto:safeguarding@aldermanpounder.notts.sch.uk
mailto:cgoodyear@aldermanpounder.notts.sch.uk
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Safety at Christmas 
The festive season is a time for joy, but it also brings unique challenges. These 10 
safety tips help parents and educators protect children, whether it’s managing 
digital activity, staying safe on the road, or preventing accidents at home. Follow 
these guidelines to ensure a happy, healthy, and secure holiday for everyone. 
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     Attendance matters 

Over the past term, for the first time in a few years, our whole school attendance 
has fallen below that of other children nationally – there’s been quite a lot of 
illness unfortunately. To keep all families informed, we will be sending out a text 
message at the start of next term with your child’s current attendance. If we 
have concerns, we will be in touch separately. 

Every moment in school counts and good school attendance is vital to a child's 
wellbeing and development. The better your child's attendance, the more likely 
they are to learn and achieve. If you are concerned about your child’s 
attendance, please speak with our office who can pass your details on to our 
attendance team (Clare Goodyear and Adam Butterworth-Drury) who will work 
with you to identify support available. 

The NHS have also produced ‘Is my child too ill for school?’ guidance which may 
be helpful as continue through cold/flu season - https://www.nhs.uk/live-
well/is-my-child-too-ill-for-school/  
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       Key dates 

Updates and additions since the last edition of our newsletter are shown in blue. 

A downloadable calendar of our term dates can be found on our website. 

Monday 6th January – Children return to school 
Wednesday 15th January – School admissions window closes 
Monday 20th January 2:45-3:15pm – Share a Story (Reception to Year 2) 
Friday 14th February – Break up for half term 
 
Monday 24th February – INSET day (school closed to children) 
Tuesday 25th February – Children return to school 
Tuesday 18th March 2:45-3:15pm – Share a Story (Reception to Year 2) 
Friday 21st March – Red Nose Day 
Monday 24th March – Local Governing Body meeting 
Friday 4th April – Break up for Easter holiday 
 
Tuesday 22nd April – Children return to school 
Friday 2nd May 2:45-3:15pm – Share a Story (Reception to Year 2) 
Wednesday 21st May – Class photographs 
Thursday 22nd May – Break up for half term 
Friday 23rd May – INSET day (school closed to children) 
 
Monday 2nd June – Children return to school 
Tuesday 24th June 2:45-3:15pm – Share a Story (Reception to Year 2) 
Thursday 3rd July 5:30-7:30pm – Flying High Partnership Awards (Invite only) 
Monday 7th July – Local Governing Body meeting 
Thursday 17th July 5:30-7:30pm – THRIVE Community Event 
Tuesday 29th July – Last day of school year 

 

https://www.aldermanpounder.notts.sch.uk/term-dates/
https://alderman-pounder-infant-nursery-school.secure-primarysite.net/apply-for-a-school-place/


Thank you for reading 
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