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Welcome 
What a way to round off a busy term! I want to take a moment to thank you all 
for your continued support throughout this term. It has been wonderful to see 
the children’s hard work, achievements, and so much engagement from our 
community. 

On behalf of everyone at Alderman Pounder Infant & Nursery School, I wish you a 
wonderful Christmas. Please take care, stay safe, and we look forward to 
welcoming you back in the New Year for another exciting term. 

- Mr A Butterworth-Drury 
Headteacher 
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Notices and reminders 

 
During the spring term, children’s PE days will remain the same: 
Reception (Chestnut and Willow) will do PE on Wednesdays 
Year 1 (Beech and Maple) will do PE on Wednesdays and Thursdays. 
Year 2 (Cedar and Oak) will do PE on Thursdays and Fridays. 

 
On PE days, please remember to send your child in wearing the 
correct kit and wearing their school jumper: 

• black joggers or leggings 
• plain white t-shirt 
• trainers 

For safety reason, earrings must not be worn on PE days. 

 
We ask that children read at home as often as possible, ideally every 
day, and this is marked in their home-school diary. 

 
Please take extra care when driving (and reversing) near school to 
ensure everyone’s safety and avoid any accidents. 
Thank you for helping to keep our school community safe. 

 As week as being a no smoking site, we are also a no vaping site. For 
the comfort of all members of our community, please refrain from 
smoking or vaping on school site. 
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       Admissions for September 2026 

The school admissions application window is still open but there’s not long left! If 
your child is due to start in Reception next year, you can apply for a place on the 
school admissions hub. Make sure you apply by Thursday 15th January 2026! 

Our school is a wonderful place for children to learn and grow, and we want to 
share that with as many families as possible. We know that word of mouth can 
be a powerful tool, so we ask that you help us spread the word about our school. 
If you know someone who is looking for a great school for their child, please 
encourage them to apply. We believe that every child deserves a great 
education, and we strive to provide that every day. 

    A joyful journey 

We were delighted to welcome families to our Reception Christmas 
performance, “Baaarmy Bethlehem.” The children worked incredibly hard in the 
lead-up to the show, learning their lines, songs and actions with great 
enthusiasm. They confidently took on their roles and performed with big smiles, 
making the retelling of the Christmas story truly joyful and memorable. It was 
wonderful to see how proud and excited the children were as they shared their 
performance with their families. 

https://www.nottinghamshire.gov.uk/education/school-admissions/hub/


19 December 2025 

- Making a difference as we grow together - 

 

We also had the pleasure of visiting Chetwynd Care Home, where the children 
sang a selection of our Christmas 
songs to the residents. This was a 
very touching and heart-warming 
experience, bringing smiles, laughter 
and festive cheer to everyone 
involved. It was a special moment 
for both the residents and our 
children, reminding us all the joy of 
sharing kindness and celebration at 
Christmas time. 

       Focus on inclusion 

Clare Goodyear (our Family Support Worker) and I (SENDCo) have enjoyed 
connecting with families at our monthly Parent Support Group – we will continue 
in January, all are welcome!  

Our next session will be run by a play therapist, from ‘Living Well’ on 19th January, 
after drop-off in the Pod – coffee and tea included. 

A discussion point that came up during many of the sessions was the power of 
using visuals to support communication. Visuals are a powerful tool in helping 
children understand, predict, and feel secure about their day. At Alderman 
Pounder, we have a universal approach where all teachers use and refer to a 
daily visual timetable to model sequencing and provide clarity for every learner. 
For some children who need additional support, we break the day into smaller 
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steps using a “Now/Next” format, reducing 
anxiety and making transitions easier. For those 
with specific communication needs, we work 
with Rachel Burnett & Vicky Jobson from the 
Inclusion Service to offer targeted strategies 
such as tailored visuals to help them express 
their wants and needs and AAC (Augmentative 
and Alternative Communication) devices. These 
layers of support ensure that every child can 
access learning in a way that works best for 
them. 

As a parent, I also use visuals to support our 
morning and bedtime routines, reducing stress for all! Here is a visual you could 
try at home during the Christmas break – there are also many Velcro options 
you can purchase. 

        Keeping children safe online 

If your child will be using devices such as mobile phones or tablets, it’s really 
important to make sure they stay safe. Technology can be a wonderful tool for 
learning and fun, but it also comes with risks. Being aware of these risks and 
knowing how to manage them is the best way to protect your child. 

We encourage all parents and carers to take a few moments to check the 
guidance we’ve provided from Wake Up Wednesday (formerly National Online 
Safety). It will help you understand what to look out for and how to create a safe 
environment for your child when they are online. 
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     Support and safeguarding 

Our school safeguarding team can be contacted for non-emergencies, 
including during school holidays on 
safeguarding@aldermanpounder.notts.sch.uk. 

If you have urgent concerns for a child or suspect that a child has been abused 
in any way, please call the MASH (Multi-Agency Safeguarding Hub) team on 
0300 500 80 80. 

If you require an urgent response outside of working hours (08:30-17:00), contact 
the MASH Emergency Duty Team (EDT) on 0300 4564546. In an emergency call 
999. 

To report a crime, call 101. 

     Attendance matters 

At Alderman Pounder, we take the wellbeing of every child very seriously. Part of 
this commitment includes monitoring attendance and making sure each child 
is in school as often as possible. We understand that this term has seen more 
illness than usual, which has affected the attendance of many children. 
However, it’s still important for us to follow our school policy, which includes 
letting parents know when attendance levels have dropped (even when we 
know the reasons why). 

The Department for Education (DfE) sets an attendance concern threshold of 
90%. If a child’s attendance falls below this, they are classed as having 
‘persistent absence’, which is a significant concern. To prevent this, we monitor 
closely when attendance drops below 93%. Many of you will have received 
letters or phone calls recently; in most cases, these are simply to keep you 
informed, and sometimes to discuss how we can work together to improve 
attendance. Please do get in touch if you’d like to talk about this further - we’re 
here to help. 

It’s also vital that we know where our children are each day. If your child is 
absent, please call school before 9:15am to let us know. This helps us meet our 

mailto:safeguarding@aldermanpounder.notts.sch.uk
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statutory safeguarding responsibilities. If we don’t hear from you, we will contact 
you for a reason. If we still cannot make contact, we may need to carry out a 
home visit to check on welfare. In rare cases where we cannot reach anyone, we 
may have to ask the police to carry out a safe and well check. 

Thank you for working with us to keep every child safe and supported. 

Key dates 

Updates and additions since the last edition of our newsletter are shown in blue. 

A downloadable calendar of our term dates can be found on our website.  We 
have also added the calendar for 2025/26 which gives term dates and planned 
INSET days. 

Monday 5th January 2026 – Children return to school 
Friday 13th February 2026 – Break up for half term 
Monday 23rd February 2026 – INSET day (school closed to children) 
Tuesday 24th February 2026 – Children return to school 
Friday 27th March 2026 – Break up for Easter holidays 
Monday 13th April 2026 – Children return to school 
Monday 4th May 2026 – Bank holiday 
Thursday 21st May 2026 – Break up for half term 
Friday 22nd May 2026 – INSET day (school closed to children) 

Monday 1st June 2026 – Children return to school 
Monday 27th July 2026 – Break up for summer holidays 
Tuesday 28th July 2026 – First day of the summer holidays 
 

https://www.aldermanpounder.notts.sch.uk/term-dates/


Thank you for reading 
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